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What would you most like to accomplish as an elected leader?  

There is a ton I am hoping to accomplish in my first four years of office. Supporting our 

most vulnerable populations is at the top of my list. When you raise a community up by 

those most needing help, the whole town benefits! Workforce housing solutions along 

with economic development is also a top priority. Flagstaff has a beautiful diversity of 

people and as a growing land-locked town, the cost of housing is increasing, forcing 

locals to leave. I am committed to finding housing solutions for our workforce while 

maintaining our values of open space and all the wonderful viewsheds.  

 

Empowering Flagstaff Youth through my role excites me. I have a background in 

education and look forward to integrating many interns/apprenticeships into our work 

along with giving tours of our chambers to students of all ages. The work we do is for 

these young adults, and I want them to know how to make changes, feel welcome and 

able to speak up locally! City Hall is like a school building, and youth of all ages should 

know the ins and outs of how decisions are made. I plan to work closely with our 

community and the Sustainability  Department to implement the unanimously and 



recently passed Climate Action, Adaptation and Mitigation Plan. We need to lead by 

example, and I look forward to the challenges and successes ahead. 

 

With all this being said, my very top goal is to help create a culture of engagement 

where all members of our community know how to be heard and the value of their 

voice and vote. We have some 20,000 people in Flagstaff who are eligible to vote, but 

don't see the value in doing so. It is my belief that if government were to take the time 

to communicate, listen, empower and engage its citizens, we would have a much higher 

voter turnout, and our leaders would best represent the people.  

 

What are the biggest challenges ahead of you and for your community during your 

term? 

Like I mentioned above, we are experiencing a lot of growth in our town, and finding 

solutions to relieve the growing pains isn't easy or simple. It is my understanding that 

much of the nation is struggling with attainable workforce housing, and Flagstaff is not 

an exception. With growth also comes more vehicles, resulting in traffic. I am an avid 

cyclist and hope to see our pedways improved and connected along with a more 

enhanced, frequent bus service to relieve the roads.  

 

What advice would you give someone considering running for office for the first 

time?  

Believe in yourself, and believe in your message and your purpose. People will always 

find ways to knock you down and pick you apart, but only you can rise above the noise 

and be the leader you want to be. Trust your gut, and never cave in to outside 

pressures. Identify your truths and communicate them to your constituents. Stay 

positive and don't judge others. Always listen with an open mind and open heart, and 

be grateful for the things that frustrate you. Stay strong and give all of yourself. I lost 

my first campaign by 59 votes after two weeks of ballots being counted after the election 

had ended. Remember this journey is both a sprint and a marathon, and one needs to 

maintain their balance throughout the process. Don't be afraid of losing. Losing makes 

us stronger and teaches us our best lessons. I learned from my mistakes and ran again 

two years later and was the top elected council person, making me the vice mayor. 

Don't give up, and most importantly, be you!  

 

Is there a conservation-related rule, policy or idea you'd like to see implemented at 

the local, state and/or national level?  

I am a firm believer in conservation and would like to see all towns, states and our 

nation learn to be more efficient and frugal with our precious planet. It's time we wake 

up to the reality of the state of our world and start taking care of her.   

 


