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Aug. xxxxx, 2018 

 

Dear Senators and Representatives,  

 

As local, elected officials across the Interior West, we are accountable for overseeing efficient 

and responsive local governments and services for our citizenry. To that end, we need as many 

tools in our toolbox as possible. The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is a must-have 

tool in our toolbox for local communities, and we are writing today to ask for permanent 

reauthorization and full funding of this valuable program.  

 

For over 50 years, LWCF has played a critical role in providing funding for conserving national 

parks and forests, rivers, farms and ranches, fish and wildlife, access for hunters and 

recreationists, trails, state and local parks, and recreational facilities throughout the West and the 

nation.  

 

LWCF plays a key role with state and local governments to provide resources for local recreation 

facilities such as parks, playgrounds and sports fields, but also critical preemptive programs 

including wildfire and flood mitigation. For example, LWCF matching funds enabled the town 

of Lyons, Colorado, to rebuild and extend its St. Vrain Corridor Trail, which suffered nearly $50 

million in damages in the devastating floods of 2013. The restoration efforts were significant, not 

only to quality of life for residents, but in supporting the community’s recreation economy, as 

Lyons’ parks can draw some 2,000 people on a typical summer weekend. 

 

Or in Montana, $16.5 million in LWCF funds went into the Rocky Mountain Front Conservation 

Area for habitat conservation as well as ranchland and grazing protection. The U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service purchased the largest easement in the lower 48 states on a private family ranch, 

protecting critical grizzly bear habitat, 17 miles of riparian habitat along the Teton River, and 

traditional uses like cattle grazing.  

 

LWCF also brought diverse stakeholders together in Washington County, Utah – one of the 

fastest-growing retirement and recreation destinations in America – to find a solution that both 

complied with the Endangered Species Act and accommodated growth and development. With 

$23 million from LWCF, the county built a 62,000-acre habitat to protect desert tortoise and 

other species, while still allowing for development in other parts of the county.  

 

Whether Westerners (and visitors) are fishing, mountain biking, hiking in the wild, enjoying a picnic 

in the park with the family, or watching their kids play soccer at the local field, it’s likely the Land 

and Water Conservation Fund played a key role in protecting and providing access to their 

recreational opportunities locally and across the state.  



 

Outdoor recreation on public lands is integral to the culture and economies of western mountain 

communities. In a recent study, the Outdoor Industry Association found that the outdoor recreation 

economy supports 7.6 million American jobs, $887 billion in spending, $65.3 billion in federal tax 

revenue, and $59.2 billion in state and local tax revenue. Without funding from LWCF for the further 

protection and enhancement of America’s public lands, the economic success and cultural vitality of 

local communities will be at risk, and the outdoor recreation industry’s significant contribution to the 

nation’s economy will suffer.   

 

Simply put, the Land and Water Conservation Fund is a federal program that works and is a tool 

that we as local elected officials need and appreciate.  

 

Funding for this program runs out at the end of September 2018. Moreover, the President’s 

Fiscal Year 2018 Budget proposal would virtually eliminate LWCF, reducing the program's 

budget by nearly 85 percent from this year’s enacted level.  

We thank those of you who have expressed support for LWCF and request continued bipartisan 

efforts to ensure that the program is permanently reauthorized and continues in perpetuity at its 

fully authorized amount of $900 million. 

Please call on us to assist you in your efforts to get LWCF over the finish line. 

 

 

Sincerely,   

 


