
 

 

 

 

 

February 13, 2023 

 

Mr. Michael S. Regan, Administrator 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

Dear Administrator Regan and the Environmental Protection Agency, 

 

As local, tribal, and state elected officials from across the Interior West, we are writing today to 

urge the Environmental Protection Agency to make some key improvements to its recently 

released draft rule to reduce methane emissions and other pollutants from new and existing oil 

and gas operations.  

 

We applaud the EPA for improving its initial draft rule released in 2021 by incorporating 

feedback from citizens, elected officials, and non-governmental organizations. However, we 

believe the final rule must be strengthened in several critical ways to protect frontline 

communities like ours from pollution, help fight the climate crisis, and prevent the waste of 

taxpayer resources.  

 

These improvements include:  

● Ensuring that operators at oil and gas wells capture associated gas and limit flaring of that 

gas to instances in which it is necessary for safety or maintenance reasons; 

● Strengthening the standards to address emissions from storage tanks by making the 

standards applicable to more tanks; and 

● Providing a clear pathway for communities and individuals to participate and engage in 

the Super Emitter Response Program, which is designed to quickly address very large 

leaks from the oil and gas industry, by ensuring that approved monitoring technologies 

and data are accessible to all. 

These loopholes and exclusions must be addressed to ensure the protection of communities 

affected by oil and gas operations, stop the needless waste of a public resource, and build a 

healthier, more resilient climate future. Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas 80 times more 

potent than carbon dioxide and responsible for about 25 percent of the climate change impacts 

we are experiencing today. For western communities like ours, those impacts manifest as 

extreme heat and drought, the destruction of wildlife habitat, poor air quality, and depleted water 



resources. This consequently impacts our health, livelihoods and local economies, cultural 

resources, and quality of life. 

 

The oil and gas industry is one of the leading producers of methane pollution in the U.S. In 2019, 

industry operations leaked and vented more than 16.3 million metric tons of the pollutant, 

wasting $2.4 billion in natural gas that could have heated approximately 12.5 million homes for a 

year. The San Juan Basin, where Western Leaders Network’s headquarters is based, is home to 

one of the largest concentrations of methane in North America, which not only is a waste of 

taxpayer resources but has also contributed to the region’s poor air quality ratings over the past 

several years from the American Lung Association. 

 

Poor air quality caused by oil and gas pollution disproportionately impacts tribal communities. 

Environmental degradation on and near tribal lands in the San Juan Basin of New Mexico and 

Colorado and across the U.S. West contributes to public health crises. 

 

Therefore, federal regulation of methane emissions is critical to the health and safety of our 

communities and constituents throughout the oil and gas-producing regions in the Interior West. 

Climate change is one of the greatest threats local and tribal communities across the Interior 

West face today. Strong federal rules to curb methane pollution from the oil and gas sector are 

central to addressing it. 

 

The Biden administration listened to the thousands of citizens that weighed in on this rulemaking 

and acknowledged that when it comes to our climate, we need bold, decisive, and immediate 

action at the federal level to address this crisis. We applaud the improvements EPA made upon 

its initial proposal and now ask that the administration make the necessary improvements the 

draft rule needs to hold the oil and gas industry accountable for pollution. 

 

We look forward to working with you and your agency to finalize these important standards and 

get them over the finish line to protect our climate, public health, and local economies. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Arizona 

Jim McCarthy 

Flagstaff City Councilor 

 

Adelita Grijalva 

Chair, Pima County Board of Supervisors 

 

 

Philbert Bailey 

Tohono O’odham Nation, San Xavier 

Allottees Association Board Member  

 

Austin Nunez 

Chairman, Tohono O’odham Nation, San 

Xavier District  

 



Colorado 

Faith Winter 

State Senator, District 25 

 

Emma Pinter 

Adams County Commissioner 

 

Rachael Richards 

Aspen City Councilor 

 

Torre 

Mayor, City of Aspen 

 

Juan Marcano 

Aurora City Councilor 

 

Glenn Drummond 

Basalt Town Councilor 

 

Josh Joswick  

Former Bayfield Town Trustee 

 

Deb Gardner 

Former Boulder County Commissioner 

 

Elise Jones 

Former Boulder County Commissioner 

 

Aaron Brockett 

Mayor, City of Boulder 

 

Suzanne Jones 

Former Mayor, City of Boulder 

 

Laurie Anderson 

Broomfield City Councilor 

 

Heidi Henkel 

Broomfield City Councilor 

 

Bruce Leslie 

Broomfield City Councilor 

 

Jean Lim 

Broomfield City Councilor 

 

James Marsh-Holschen 

Broomfield City Councilor 

 

Deven Shaff 

Broomfield City Councilor 

 

Austin Ward 

Broomfield City Councilor 

 

Erica Sparhawk 

Mayor Pro Tem, Town of Carbondale  

 

George Marlin 

Clear Creek County Commissioner 

 

Randy Wheelock 

Clear Creek County Commissioner 

 

Renee Chacon  

Commerce City City Councilor 

 

Jolon Clark 

Denver City Councilor 

 

Chris Hinds 

Denver City Councilor 

 

Paul Kashmann 

Denver City Councilor 

 

Robin Kniech 

Denver City Councilor 

 

 



Dean Brookie 

Former Mayor, City of Durango 

 

Kathy Chandler-Henry 

Eagle County Commissioner 

 

 

Jeanne McQueeney 

Eagle County Commissioner 

 

Matt Scherr 

Eagle County Commissioner 

 

Tricia Canonico 

Fort Collins City Councilor 

 

Jessica Burley 

Frisco Town Councilor 

 

Hunter Mortensen 

Mayor, Town of Frisco 

 

Jonathan Godes 

Mayor, City of Glenwood Springs 

 

JJ Trout 

Mayor Pro Tem, City of Golden 

 

Bennett Boeschenstein 

Former Grand Junction City Councilor 

 

Jonathan Houck 

Gunnison County Commissioner 

 

Boe Freeburn 

Gunnison City Councilor 

 

Greg Levine 

Hinsdale County Commissioner 

 

Gwen Lachelt 

Former La Plata County Commissioner 

 

Marsha Porter-Norton 

La Plata County Commissioner 

 

Wally White 

Former La Plata County Commissioner 

 

Tim Barnes 

Lafayette City Councilor 

 

Tonya Briggs 

Lafayette City Councilor 

 

JD Mangat 

Mayor, City of Lafayette 

 

John Kefalas 

Larimer County Commissioner 

 

Kristin Stephens 

Larimer County Commissioner 

 

Marcia Martin 

Longmont City Councilor 

 

Joan Peck 

Mayor, City of Longmont 

 

Janice Bryan  

Mancos Town Trustee 

 

Alan Apt 

Nederland Sustainability Advisory Board 

Member  

 

Katherine Goff 

Northglenn City Councilor 

 



Jake Niece 

Ouray County Commissioner 

 

Peggy Lindsey  

Ouray City Councilor  

 

Steve Child 

Pitkin County Commissioner 

 

Greg Poschman 

Pitkin County Commissioner 

 

John Clark 

Mayor, Town of Ridgway 

 

Terry Schuyler 

Ridgway Town Councilor 

 

Tim Corrigan  

Routt County Commissioner 

 

Thomas McCracken 

Saguache County Commissioner 

 

Dan Shore 

Mayor, City of Salida 

 

Hilary Cooper 

San Miguel County Commissioner 

 

Art Goodtimes 

Former San Miguel County Commissioner 

 

Joan May 

Former San Miguel County Commissioner 

 

Lance Waring 

San Miguel County Commissioner 

 

 

Joshua Blanchard 

Summit County Commissioner 

 

Lars Carlson 

Telluride Town Councilor 

 

Adrienne Christy 

Telluride Town Councilor 

 

Dan Enright 

Telluride Town Councilor 

 

Kim Langmaid 

Mayor, Town of Vail  

 

Val Nosler Beck 

Wheat Ridge City Councilor 

 

Idaho 

Cindy Riegel 

Teton County Commissioner 

 

Montana 

Shelly Fyant 

Former Chairwoman, Confederated Salish 

and Kootenai Tribes 

 

Jennifer Boyer 

Gallatin County Commissioner 

 

Juanita Vero 

Missoula County Commissioner 

 

Nevada 

Howard Watts 

State Representative, District 15 

 

Debra March 

Former Mayor, City of Henderson 

 



Michelle Romero 

Mayor, City of Henderson 

 

Daniel Corona 

Former Mayor, City of West Wendover 

 

New Mexico 

Carrie Hamblen 

State Senator, District 38 

 

Jerry Ortiz y Pino 

State Senator, District 12 

 

Nancy Rodriguez  

State Senator, District 24 

 

Antoinette Sedilllo Lopez 

State Senator, District 16 

 

Bill Soules 

State Senator, District 37 

 

Liz Stefanics 

State Senator, District 39 

 

Mimi Stewart 

State Senate President Pro Tem, District 17 

 

Bill Tallman 

State Senator, District 18 

 

Peter Wirth 

State Senate Majority Leader, District 25 

 

Gail Chasey 

State House Majority Floor Leader, District 

18 

 

Natalie Figueroa 

State Representative, District 30  

 

Joy Garratt 

State Representative, District 29 

 

Kristina Ortez 

State Representative, District 42 

 

Debbie Sarinana 

State Representative, District 21 

 

Elizabeth Thomson 

State Representative, District 24 

 

Pat Davis  

Council President, City of Albuquerque  

 

Tammy Fiebelkorn 

Albuquerque City Councilor 

 

Tim Keller 

Mayor, City of Albuquerque 

 

Rosalyn Fry  

Former Mayor Pro Tem, City of Aztec 

 

Mark Lewis 

Former Aztec City Commissioner 

 

Victor Snover 

Former Mayor, City of Aztec 

 

Alicia Edwards 

Grant County Commissioner 

 

Johana Bencomo 

Las Cruces City Councilor 

 

Ken Miyagishima 

Mayor, City of Las Cruces 

 



GloJean Todacheene 

San Juan County Commissioner 

 

Max Trujillo  

San Miguel County Commissioner 

 

Anna Hansen 

Santa Fe County Commissioner 

 

Hank Hughes 

Santa Fe County Commissioner 

 

Carol Romero-Wirth 

Santa Fe City Councilor 

 

Renee Villarreal 

Santa Fe City Councilor 

 

Alan Webber 

Mayor, City of Santa Fe  

 

Daniel Tso 

Former Navajo Nation Council Member 

 

Chili Yazzie 

Former Shiprock Chapter President, Navajo 

Nation 

 

Utah 

Kevin Walker 

Grand County Commissioner 

 

Jacques Hadler 

Grand County Councilor 

 

Rani Derasary  

Moab City Councilor 

 

Kalen Jones 

Moab City Councilor 

 

Glenn Wright 

Summit County Councilor 

 

Wyoming 

Pete Gosar 

Albany County Commissioner 

 

Jill Morrison 

Former Soil and Water Conservation 

District Director 

 

Joyce Evans 

Mayor, Town of Fort Laramie  

 

Julia Stuble 

Lander City Councilor 

 

Mark Newcomb 

Teton County Commissioner 

 

 

 

 


